ACTION FOE SOCIAL WELFARE

the United States. When, in 1899, General
Bates made an agreement with the Moham-
medan Sultan of Sulu which seemed to permit
slavery and polygamy in that Island where
they had been social institutions from, time
immemorial, there was a great outcry in the
American papers against this so-called treaty,
because we in the United States are opposed
to those customs; and the President refused to
approve regarding slavery. Of course we are
opposed to such customs, butis that any reason
why conditions should not be recognized?
In fact, of course, the administration has even-
tually had to deal with these Moros in a
paternal way, entirely different from that fol-
lowed elsewhere in the Philippines.1

In the Federated Malay States in 1874 and
following years the British took control. They
found the institutions of polygamy and slavery
firmly established, with public sentiment in
their favor and with a civilization adapted to
them. As rapidly as possible they put their

1 Report of the Philippine Commission, 1904, Pt. I. pp.
5 ff. ; Atkinson, F. W., The Philippine Islands, pp. 246 ff.
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